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land into 'the Third Reich* which he had succeeded, by a tour de
force, in setting tip in partibus Borussorum. And this was a post-war
German ambition which post-war Italy had always refused, and must
always refuse, to countenance.
The Anschluss of Austria to Germany, under any German regime,
would place Italy at Germany's mercy and threaten to deprive her
of her principal gains in the War. For the Anschluss, once set in
motion, would assuredly not come to a halt at the post-war frontier
between Austria and Italy. Next door, just across the Brenner Pass,
lay the South Tyrol with its quarter of a million Austrian German
inhabitants whom the Peace Settlement had placed under Italian
rule in defiance of the principles of nationality and self-determination.
Under the territorial dispensation of the Peace Settlement of 1919-20,
Italy's hold upon the South. Tyrol was virtually secure—depending,
though it did, upon naked force1—since the quarter of a million
Southern Tyrolese were powerless by themselves^ while an inde-
pendent Austrian Republic of six million inhabitants was equally
powerless to help them and a German Reich of sixty-five Tallinn
inhabitants could not take up the South-Tyrol question effectively
so long as it was barred off, by a strip of Austrian territory, from
direct contact with the Tyrolese field of action. On the other hand,
an Anschluss of post-war Austria to post-war Germany would imme-
diately confront Italy, at the Brenner, with a new neighbour—the
Siebzigmillionenstaat that had been the dream of German patriots in
1848—and, for this colossus, the South Tyrol would be an immediate
terra irredenta. However fervently the Nazis might have renounced
the South Tyrol before, it was certain that they would claim it
forthwith if once the North Tyrol were theirs; and, if Oarinthia and
Styria were theirs, might they not even extend their claim to Trieste
into the bargain ? The Nazi triumph in Germany made the question
of the Anschluss almost a matter of life-and-death for Italy. Hence-
forward, it would be hardly possible for Italy to refuse to take any
step which the paramount necessity of preventing the Anschluss
might require of her. And—irony of ironies—the first step required
was an Italian rapprochement towards France. In this situation, Italy
might find it difficult to retain that profitable position of holding the
balance on the Continent which had fallen to her in 1914 and then
again after the inauguration of the Fascist regime. Signor Mussolini's
anxiety to retain his initiative was doubtless one of his motives in
advocating the conclusion of the Four-Power Pact.2
1 For the Italian regime in the South Tyrol since the Armistice, see the Survey
for 1927, Part II C, section (iii).    2 This is dealt with below in section (ii).

